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Flexible Thinking



Introduction

AGENDA

1. Brainstorm: What does the phrase 
“think outside the box” mean to 
you?

2. In a group, identify a problem in 

the school or community that needs 

to be solved.

3. Reflect: Is your solution an 

example of thinking outside the box? 

If not, what other ideas can you 

generate?
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BRAINSTORM
What does the phrase “thinking outside the box” mean to you?
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DISCUSS
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Share your responses from the Brainstorm section. 



DIVE IN
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DIVE IN
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DIVE IN
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DIVE IN
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ACTIVITY
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 Working in pairs or small groups, identify a problem in the school or 
community that needs to be solved.



REFLECT
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 Is your solution an example of thinking outside the box? If not, what other 
ideas can you generate?



Extend & Enrich
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Project based learning (PBL) activities often give students the opportunity to practice 
flexible thinking skills. The Bucks Institute for Education has free lesson plan ideas 
teachers can use to integrate PBL into their classroom. To find activities, visit: 
www.pblworks.org/what-is-pbl.



Home Connection
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Professional Development

Take 5 minutes to consider: Are there ways you 
can integrate more flexible thinking activities 
into your classroom?
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Further Study
● USA Today, LeBron James: Opening school is my 

most important professional accomplishment: 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nba/201
7/11/30/lebron-james-opening-school-most-impo
rtant-professional-accomplishment/909374001/

● NY Times, Lebron James Opened a School That 
Was Considered an Experiment. It’s Showing 
Promise: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/12/education/l
ebron-james-school-ohio.html

● Scientific American, The Power of Flexible 
Thinking: 
www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-power-of
-flexible-thinking/
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Lesson Complete!
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